CHAPTER  XVII

Kasi is overflowing with people always and therefore I decided to camp
outside the town in a garden. The accommodation even here was not spacious
in addition to its being away from Manikarnika and other ghats. Kasi
Thamburayahadheardofmy arrival, received me and requested me to stay
in a two storeyed house with courtyards, near his 'mutt'at Kedar Ghat. This
place had been vacated and kept clean for my use and was very comfortable.
This house was in addition on the banks of the Ganges which enabled me to
have the view of Ganges whenever I so desired.

1200 families of persons called 'Gangaputras* are incharge of Kasi.
These persons have been holding authority at Kasi due to their daring and
bravery.    They collect fees from the pilgrims at the rate of 12 rupees for a
horse     Rs. 4/- for a man, and Rs. 50/- for a carriage.    The Gangaputra who
first sights a pilgrim acquires rights of serving the pilgrim as his ward; thereafter
the pilgrim takes   a bath   in   Manikarnika   paying  the  fees   demanded by
the Gangaputra.    Persons who do not pay such fees after a bath are worried
by these Gangaputras by virtual incarceration as well as collection of dues
through a court, including court fees ? People who cannot pay are insulted or
injured physically.    It is said that king Sarabhoji1      himself was troubled by
these men  with  the result that he  completed all this customary rituals in
the Kedar Ghat relying on an old puranic concept that the Kedar Ghat is the
real and ancient Manikarnika Ghat.    The Raja of Vijayanagar arrived at
Kasi and stayed here without a bath in the Manikarnika for a whole year.
What then can we say o f the plight o f other poor people ? However I had no
trouble with this   band as I had earlier contracted with one Ramarahallu,
a Gangaputra at Ramatenki itself;   I had drawn up and obtained   an agree-
ment from him at Gopigunj itself that he would take whatever I gave him as
fees and arrange for the completion of the pilgrimage according to custom at
Kasi.    He therefore accompanied me to Prayag and entered Kasi along with
me.    According to custom,  I had a bath in the  Manikarnika within  a   few
minutes of my arrival; one Mohur with flowers and fruits was offered by me
for 'Beti'at Ghakra-theertham, and I had a bath first. Later after 'sankalpa5 the
shaving ceremony was gone through; after this I had a bath in the Manikarnika
and performed worship of the Ganges.    Thereafter I gifted away a sum of
fifteen rupees as 'dakshina' to all Gangaputras; a sum often rupees for Ghatiyas
who serve on the bathing ghats of the Ganges, and another five rupees to Kan-
galis and entered my camping place. I then arranged for the 'Theertha Sraddha-
ms to be performed by all the brahmins who accompanied me.   I myself perfor-
med these ceremonies on the fourth day. All sects of brahmins in great numbers

1.   King of Tanjorc.